
Guide - Source B (Elizabeth Sprigs letter) 
 
Title of your primary source: letter from Elizabeth Sprigs to her father 
 
Type of source & date: personal letter, 1756 
 
Author/creator: Elizabeth Sprigs 
 
What do you know about the creator of this source? 
She was an indentured servant in Maryland in 1756 
 
What information does this source give you about the living conditions of servants or what 
it was like to be an indentured servant in the colonies?   

• Sprigs says that what indentured servants “suffer here is beyond the probability 
of you in England to conceive” 

o she works “day and night” 
o she is tied up and whipped  
o she is given hardly anything to eat except cornmeal and salt 
o she is not given enough clothing or shoes 
o she has to wrap herself in a blanket and lie on the ground 

• Sprigs asks her father to send her some supplies, especially clothes 
 
Does this source present a positive, negative, or neutral view of indentured servitude?  
Explain why? 

• encourage students to give their views of this and ask them to explain 
them/provide support 

• negative  
o the conditions described above 


